Styrofoam (polystyrene) Recycling
DO YOU KNOW…Styrofoam (polystyrene) is NOT accepted in single stream or plastic recycling bins! If you look at the bottom of a Styrofoam cup you will find a universal recycling symbol with the number 6 in the center, denoting the type of plastic from which the cup is made. All plastics are labeled in this system, however, this form of plastic is NOT accepted in your recycling bin.
Polystyrene foam is being recycled every day, and access to recycling programs is increasing. Foam collected from curbside and drop-off recycling programs is being transformed into useful, everyday items like rulers, pens, and picture frames.
Although polystyrene only comprises about 2 percent of the total municipal solid waste stream by weight, it comprises roughly 30% of the total volume in the landfill due to its excessive use in packaging.
Polystyrene, typically marked with the #6 resin identification code, which is used to identify plastic types for recycling purposes, is a thermoplastic found in rigid and foam applications. The term  Styrofoam™, is a registered trademark of Dow Chemical Company’s insulation. The #6 symbol is seen on cups and plates, protective transportation packaging, egg cartons and so much more!
Recycling process- After thorough examination, Styrofoam is fed into crusher unit, then pieces are funneled into an electric melting chamber.  The melted product is forced through a tube, dropping hot thick paste onto a pallet in a coiled “patty”, resembling soft ice cream, where it is cooled, then stacked in a bin to be shipped to buyer and reconstituted into Styrofoam products again. The compression rate is 90.:1

Melting the Styrofoam by electric heating uses renewable energy with no carbon exhaust gas.  The melted Styrofoam gives off a gas, machine company says non-toxic-and has been certified by OSHA. 

All Styrofoam must be checked and 95% clean before recycling starts, to ensure all material free of foreign objects, nails, staples, woodchips, paper, silica drying packets, etc. The residue from a sauce, for example (after rinsing) is OK but not food pieces. Foreign matter contaminates and/or degrades the quality of the Styrofoam “patties and can lower resale price of product or render unusable. 

Know that certain foam insulation, for example, while it looks like polystyrene, is polyethylene foam and would contaminate the load. Check with your polystyrene recycling center to be sure you are not mixing this in! 
Locally, Anthracite Recycling takes on many other products to recycle, but those items are generally accepted at your local recycling center.
Anthracite Recycling

900 5th Avenue, Scranton PA 128504
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For more information on Styrofoam recycling - RecycleBank
Map showing recycling centers across the U.S.
